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ROME FOR VATICAN OFFICE 

E.O. 12065: GDS 5/16/86 (FRIEDMAN, TOWNSEND B.) OR-P 
TAGS: SHUM AR 

SUBJECT: (U) HUMAR RIGHTS SUMMARY - MAY 10-16, 1980 

REF: BUENOS AIRES 3909 

1. (U) THE NORTHERN PROVINCES OF ENTRE RIOS AND SANTA FE 

rfERE THE SCENES OF SEVERAL HUMAN RIGHTS DEVELOPMENTS, ONE 
DF THEM VERY SERIOUS: 
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--NINE PEOPLE, SOME OF THEM MINOR CHILDREN, DISAPPEARED IN 
."HE PROVINCIAL CITY OF ROSARIO (BUENOS AIRES 4018) . 
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THE VICTIMS WERE REPORTEDLY ROUNDED UP ON MAY 7 AND 
MAY 11 BY UNIFORMED ARMY PERSONNEL. THE DISAPPEAR- 
ANCES WERE APPARENTLY RELATED TO A LOCAL CRACKDOWN 
ON THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY (PST) , A SMALL, NON- 
VIOLENT LEFTIST PARTY THAT WAS OFFICIALLY BANNED IN 
1976 (PARTIES LIKE THE RADICALS AND THE PERONIST 
HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED BUT NOT BANNED) . THE MILITARY 
AND POLICE IN ROSARIO DENIED TO RELATIVES OF THE 
DISAPPEARED THAT THEY WERE BEING HELD. 


- - ELEVEN MEMBERS OF THE LEFTIST INTRANSIGENT PARTY 
WERE ARRESTED IN THE ENTRE RIOS CITY OF CONCORDIA. 
THE POLICE ADMITTED TO HOLDING THEM, 

ALLEGEDLY AS A PART OF A DRAGNET AGAINST CRIMINALS. 
THEY WERE THEN RELEASED. 


--AN ARMY OFFICER AND CIVILIAN ACCOMPLICE REPORTEDLY 
WERE ARRESTED FOR EXTORTIONIST ACTIVITIES AGAINST 
SHOP OWNERS IN ROSARIO. 


--ALSO IN ROSARIO, FOUR POLICE OFFICERS WERE GIVEN LONG 
SENTENCES FOR BEATING A PRISONER TO DEATH AND CAUS- 
ING OTHER SERIOUS INJURIES IN 1978. 

2. COMMENT: THE PST DISAPPEARANCES IN ROSARIO ARE 

A GRIM DEVELOPMENT. WE UNDERSTAND THAT SOME AUTHORITIES 
IN BUENOS AIRES WERE SURPRISED AND ANGERED BY THE 
OPERATION- -THOUGH WHETHER THIS. WILL BE ENOUGH TO END 
THEIR DISAPPEARANCE IS STILL UNCERTAIN. 


3. (U) JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES DETAINED AND RELEASED: 
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PIFTY-ONE JEHOVAH'S WITNESSES WERE ARRESTED IN THE CITY 
}F LA PLATA WHEN POLICE BROKE UP A CONFERENCE CUM 
5LIDE SHOW SPONSORED BY THE SECT AT A LOCAL HOTEL. 

■THE ARRESTEES WERE FREED BUT THE POLICE KEPT THE 
JLIDES . 
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